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The month of October has come…….and gone as of this evening!  

I hope you have enjoyed the month with the people of Obion County Schools as 

much as I have! I would love to share with you a few of the things the month has 

brought: 

-Middle School basketball, conclusion of softball and girls’ soccer 

-Book fairs and Seasonal family events 

-Writing contests, Stem Challenges, and field trips 

-Practice TN Ready Test, ACT Testing, Portfolio updates 

Yet, with all of these things occurring, you continue to look for additional ways to 

strengthen what is occurring in the classrooms and buildings for our students. 

Additionally, I am so impressed with how all of our buildings are strategically 

keeping interior and exterior doors closed, enforcing the use of visitor badges, and 

reporting things that could be improved.  

Teachers, Administrators, Support staff, Parents, and Community- thank you 

for all you do every day to make Obion County Schools the place where students 

are “Preparing for the Challenges of Tomorrow.” 

Sincerely,  

Leah Rice Watkins, Director of Schools 

WE > ME 
Technology  
Hello from the Tech Department, 

We just wanted to go over some pointers to make testing this spring successful. 

1. One week before testing we need to make sure all laptops that are used for 

testing have been logged into and all updates are complete.  

2. Make sure all students are assigned the same computer/laptop every time to 

take the test. Once the student is assigned a computer/laptop, we recommend 

a day before testing to let that student sign into that machine. This will help 

with the log in time, because their profile will already be created on the 

computer.  

Also wanted to reminded everyone about the videos that we have posted in Streams. 

Here is the link for anyone wanting to view those. 

https://web.microsoftstream.com/channel/b2c3bcfd-9ef6-42a0-8528-9124beac0a4b 

Lastly our days to be at the schools are as follows (Please be aware this schedule may 

change based upon tech tickets, upgrades, etc.)  

Monday Lake Road- Joe Lewis 
Black Oak- Brad Barbour 

Tuesday SFM- Joe Lewis 
Hillcrest- Brad Barbour 

Wednesday SFMH- Joe Lewis 
Ridgemont- Brad Barbour 

Thursday OCCHS- Joe and Brad 

Friday Office Day 

 Thanks for all you do,  

Joe and Brad  

 

Ms. Nancy Hamilton 

Verification testing went well—very 

few glitches, some involving laptops. 

LOE’s from 2017-2018 should be 

loaded by Friday, according to the 

state department. 

All achievement and growth measures 

for 2018-2019 have been loaded into 

TNCompass.  Let the evaluations 

begin (or proceed)!! 

 

Mrs. Judy Denman/Food Service 

Our Elementary cafeterias celebrated National School Lunch week October 15-19.  
Each cafeteria celebrated a little differently, but everyone had fun and some even 
learned a few nutrition gems about the foods they were eating.   
Coordinated School Health recently provided several sets of bulletin board 
materials for all the cafeterias.  Thank you, Ms. Chastity!!   
If you haven’t eaten in one of our cafeterias recently, please stop by for a visit!!  

 

https://web.microsoftstream.com/channel/b2c3bcfd-9ef6-42a0-8528-9124beac0a4b


 
Mrs. Lesa Scillion and Mrs. 

Vikki Hayslett 

Literacy Learning Walk 

All elementary schools hosted a team 

composed of CORE office consultants, 

supervisors of instruction Vikki Hayslett and 

Lesa Scillion, the building principal, and 

assistant principal to learn how to use a 

Literacy Learning Walk Tool in second and 

fourth grades.  The tool provides a snapshot 

regarding the depth of instructional literacy 

practices and student engagement across the 

district. The team observed a variety of 

literacy strategies used across both 

grades, such as interactive read alouds, 

guided reading, learning centers, explicit 

literacy instruction, students engaged in rich 

discussions about text, and various writing 

tasks.  Several examples  of quality  literacy 

strategies were observed.  One example was 

found in Ms. Debby Batchelor’s classroom at 

Black Oak Elementary School.  Students were 

reading and having a rich discussion about a 

book entitled The Legend of Zoey.  Following 

the discussion, students used stated and 

inferred evidence from the text to compare 

and contrast the main characters.  Although 

the focus was on literacy, the team also 

noticed the fidelity with which procedures 

and routines were established in every 

classroom.  Students in both grades were able 

to demonstrate self-regulation in order to 

work independently, in small groups, and 

with the teacher.  We are proud of the quality 

literacy instruction observed in these 

classrooms across the district as we prepare 

students for the challenges of tomorrow.   

 

Mrs. Cynthia Rainey 

We lost our beloved special education preschool 

bus driver, Mr. Hershel “Opie” Runions on October 

21, 2018. He lost his fight with cancer, but his pain is 

gone.  He had to retire earlier than he wanted in 

February 17-18 school year. Mr. Opie was with us 

for eleven years. He so loved our special 

preschoolers like a grandfather, and they loved him, 

too!  Our thoughts and prayers go out to his family 

during their time of loss.   

We want to extend our warmest wishes to Ms. Julie 

Simpson, our speech teacher for South Fulton 

Elementary and Ridgemont Elementary, who is 

retiring in December.  She will be retiring to take 

care of her grandchildren with another on the 

way.  I bet we will miss her more than she will miss 

us:)   We are proud to have had Ms. Julie in our 

school system! 

We want to welcome, Astin Berry, physical therapist 

assistant, from Lake County.    Ms. Astin is also 

related to Mr. Dennis Buckelew, former Blackoak, 

Lakeroad, OCCHS administrator.   

Mr. George Leake 

One of the most important aspects of Governor 

Haslam’s Drive to 55 initiative is that of Tennessee 

Achieves mentor.  Research shows that nationwide, as 

well as here in Obion County, students are more likely to 

remain enrolled in and complete a post-secondary 

degree program when they have access to a personal 

mentor to which questions may be asked and guidance 

obtained.  To this date, Obion County needs 17 more 

people to become mentors for 2019.  The Tennessee 

Achieves website can be found here and gives details 

about the program and how to invest in our college 

applicants, resulting in their success and ultimately our 

success as a county.   Please consider becoming a 

mentor! 

              

 

 

Mr. Adam Stephens 

Data 

Earlier this month, board members were presented with a snapshot of our district’s data. 

As a district we had several noteworthy areas of strength. The improvement in our 

graduation rate is one of our strengths this year. The graduation rate increased by 2.3 

percentage points. This increase is more significant due to the fact that the graduating 

cohort was larger than the previous year. A higher percentage of students graduated from 

a larger class of students. Although this is recognized at the high school level, this is a team 

effort that begins in kindergarten. All educators play a role in helping students reach the 

goal of a high school diploma, and we have a dedicated team of administrators and 

teachers at our high schools that help students cross the finish line.  

As a school district, we have been designated as Advancing. This level is the second highest 

designation a school district can receive. There are many areas of expectations that are 

used by the TN Department of Education to determine a district’s effectiveness. By 

reaching the designation of Advancing, this means that our schools are meeting these 

expectations.    

 

Mr. Dale Hollowell 

SCHOOL SAFETY 

On October 15th, Obion County Schools 

launched STOPIT!, an online reporting 

tool designed to deter and mitigate 

bullying, cyber abuse, threats, and other 

inappropriate behaviors. STOPIT! allows 

students in grades 6-12 to use a phone 

app to anonymously report to school 

authorities inappropriate or suspicious 

behaviors that they have witnessed or 

heard about. The system also allows 

school personnel and students to 

message back and forth without 

compromising the anonymity of the 

students. 

STOPIT! empowers students to stand up 

for themselves and for one another. They 

can use the reporting app to reach out 

for help if they or a peer are facing a 

personal crisis or experiencing bullying, 

abuse, or are otherwise in need of 

assistance. Our goal with STOPIT! is to 

create safer, kinder, school communities 

both online and off. 

STOPIT! was purchased by Obion County 

Schools through the Safe Schools Grant. 

More information about the system can 

be found online at stopitsolutions.com.  

https://tnachieves.org/mentors/requirements/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

BO 

Black Oak Facelift Touches More Than the Surface 

Over the past few weeks, there has been a transformation 

occurring in the Eagle locker rooms.  A much-needed 

facelift was made possible because of extra work and 

personal time given by many different people.   They took 

time during their break to give the students a place to be 

proud of.  With supplies donated by Union City and 

Dyersburg Lowe’s, wall decals donated by Walton’s Quick 

Mart, and labor provided by Coach Shane Upchurch, 

Coach Ben Wilkins, Coach Patrick Johnson, Mrs. Mary 

Coleman, and a plethora of parents, the kids walked back 

into a fresh, new place to call home.   

This new lift was not only visible in the locker rooms but 

also in the hallways, the eyes of the players, and in the 

roar of the crowd during their first home game on October 

16th.  There is a renewed energy and community pride 

that is building in Hornbeak.  The players and coaches 

have worked throughout the summer and fall to better 

themselves and prepare for this season.  The packed gym 

was cheering along with our Eagle Cheer Squad and our 

Little Eagle Cheer group who have been working just as 

hard under the guidance of Coach Faye Elks.   

Sometimes all it takes is a little fresh paint to brighten up 

an old room.   Our students have set goals.  Goals for the 

classroom, XC course, field, and the court. With the 

support of those within the school and the community, 

the future is limitless.  Black Oak is so thankful for those 

that are stepping up to show this positive support for our 

kids.  With continued support and positive promotion, our 

eagles will soar to new heights.    

    

                                  

 

 

LR 
Lake Road Student Ambassadors are chosen based on grades, behavior, respectfulness, and 

courteousness. Student Ambassadors greet students and visitors as they enter the building. They 

also serve as greeters at ball games, special events and other school programs.  

  

Students in Mrs. Brittany's Algebra 1 class at Lake Road did a great job with their Literal Equations 

Projects.  Students made comparisons of real-world literal equations and solved for variables 

according to the letters in their names.  They also made creative posters to display their 

work.  Here are a couple of examples to share.  Nice Work Algebra 1!    

 

 

HC 

Hillcrest is Gearing Up for the Fall  
Hillcrest has been having a busy year so far. We have 

had a great start to the school year. Our football, softball, and 
cross-country teams had very successful seasons, and all of our 
students are showing great progress in the classroom. Now that 
fall is upon us, it is time for even more. Our basketball teams 
are gearing up for the beginning of their season. Both teams 
look to improve upon the successful seasons they had last year. 
On Friday, November 2, the Hillcrest Plus Class will be 
journeying to Discovery Park of America to compete in the 
second annual CANstruction challenge. In this competition, our 
students will be participating against other area elementary, 
middle, and high schools to see who can build the best model 
out of can goods. These students have been working very hard 
for the past few weeks preparing a design, getting the 
necessary cans, and practicing putting the design together. We 
are excited to see what this competition holds. Finally, our Beta 
Club is gearing up for their annual trip to the Beta Club 
convention. Our Beta members have been working to get ready 
to compete in the competitions held at the convention. We are 
very proud of all that or Cougars have done this year, and we 
can’t wait to see what else is to come. 

 

If you teach grades K-5 literacy, a great resource to review is the “TLIT” document from TDOE: 

https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/readready/documents/teaching-literacy-in-

tn/teaching_literacy_in_tn_update_4_9_18.pdf We will certainly be looking at this more as we continue to strengthen 

literacy across the system.  

https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/readready/documents/teaching-literacy-in-tn/teaching_literacy_in_tn_update_4_9_18.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/readready/documents/teaching-literacy-in-tn/teaching_literacy_in_tn_update_4_9_18.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OCCHS 
Twenty-five OCCHS students with various careers in 

mind attended a Manufacturing Day field trip on 

Thursday, October 25th. The students toured 

Greenfield Products and Institutional Casework 

Incorporated and went to Center Point Business 

Solutions to meet with Lindsay Frilling, CEO of Obion 

County Joint Economic Development, and Kim Watts 

from Center Point.  

 

Mrs. Hill's Art Students at OCCHS helped the Life 

Skill/Transition students carve spooky pumpkins 

which they were able to take home. 

A Ghoulish Time was had by all! 

 

All OCCHS seniors have registered for TN 

Promise!  

OC EPSO Opportunities 

 

 

 

SFE  
Book fair and MATH MINGLE Night 

     
RM 
Literary Pumkins- Students were invited to submit decorated pumpkins 

based on a genre of reading. The genres ranged from Fairy Tales to 

Biographies to Poetry. Some of the entries were: The Fly Guy, The Itsy 

Bitsy Spider, and Peter, Peter Pumpkin Eater. This event is co-sponsored 

by the PTO and encourages students to read a type of book appropriate 

for their grade and then design/decorate the pumpkin as either a 

character or a representation of the overall theme. 

 

The Beta Club for Ridgemont held their induction ceremonies this past 

Thursday. The event was well attended and every new member as well 

as all returning members were present for this years induction. The 

sponsors for this group are: Kelli Wisener, Samantha Wheatley and 

Madison Adcock. 

                 

 

SFMHS  
Board Training:  We had members of our faculty, student body, board, and community present for training on our newly donated video 

board which will be used for our school.  We are so appreciative of the hard work that has gone into both securing funds for and the 

installation of our new board.  
FAFSA Frenzy:  Mrs. Lindsey, our guidance counselor, hosted a local FAFSA Frenzy to help our seniors and their parents be better 

prepared for the financial side of college.   

ICELAND 2018:  During Fall break, we had a group from the South Fulton area travel to Iceland.  This group consisted of faculty, retired 

teachers, community members, and our student body.  The group, led by Mrs. Brandi S. Cantrell, had an amazing trip and hope to have 

an even bigger group next year when they travel to Normandy and surrounding areas for a WWII trip.  

Pink Out:  Pink Out 2018, hosted by HOSA and Mrs. Toshia Mancini, was a great success.  HOSA will be hosting our annual Powder Puff 

game in the near future and all proceeds will be donated to our local Walk of Hope.  

Senior ACT Fall:  Our seniors had an opportunity to retake the ACT at our local South Fulton Baptist Church, who generously donated 

their building and lunch.  Our community is wonderful about supporting our school!  

STEM Zoo:  Mrs. Allison McMinn and Mrs. Leah McFarland took our middle school STEM Club to the zoo.  They were 

able to visit with park professionals about vocations involving the zoo.  It was a great trip for all of our students! 

 
 

http://tnpromise.gov/index.shtml

